
 

 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission has asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, November 5, 2017  
Gospel Reading: Mathew 23:1-12  
Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples, saying, “The scribes and the Pharisees 
have taken their seat on the chair of Moses.  Therefore , do and observe all things 
whatsoever they tell you, but do not follow their example.  For they preach but they do not 
practice.  They tie up heavy burdens hard to carry and lay them on people’s shoulders, but 
they will not lift a finger to move them.  All their works are performed to be seen.  They 
widen their phylacteries (prayer boxes) and lengthen their tassels.  They love places of 
honor at banquets, seats of honor in synagogues, greetings in marketplaces, and the 
salutation ‘Rabbi.’  As for you, do not be called ‘Rabbi.’  You have but one teacher, and you 
are all brothers.  Call no one on earth your father; you have but one father in heaven.  Do 
not be called ‘Master’;  you have but one master, the Christ.  The greatest among you must 
be your servant.  Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; but whoever humbles himself will 
be exalted.”  
 
 
Questions to Ponder: 

1. Who in your life has been an example of how to live?  Were they humble?  Did they 
“preach” or did they show actions that taught you? 

2. What is the difference between how the Pharisees lived and how Jesus wants us to 
live? 

3. If you are a parent/aunt/uncle/teacher are you a humble example to those 
child/children around you? How can you teach your children to be kind, giving, 
prayerful people by your actions, words or humility? Give a few examples. 

 
 

End with the “Glory Be” 

“Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is 
now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


